




Only need to 
know first two



Note on this definition of 
communism (Marx wouldn’t 
like it lol, so let’s clarify): 
Technically, communism is 
a system in which there is 
NO government. It would be 
more accurate here to 
describe it as a “complete” 
form of socialism, as 
opposed to an extreme 
form.  Why? Marx and other 
economists describe 
socialism as the step to 
communism. Socialism is 
the phase wherein the 
government is making all of 
the economic decisions and 
redistributing all of the 
wealth equally before it 
steps down. This is why 
some modern Marxists 
often defend communism 
by saying “You don’t know 
that communism doesn’t 
work yet; we’ve never 
actually witnessed it.”  We 
can clarify this definition 
class with a good econ 
video and examples so that 
you use the right phrasing 
in your essays.  In short, 
though, just keep in mind 
that a communist state in 
its ideal form is a classless 
utopia free of any authority 
(not a totalitarian 
government).

NOTE RE: DEFINITIONS OF 
SOCIALISM/COMMUNISM: Karl 
Marx wouldn’t like these so 
let’s clarify ;)

A communist society in its 
ideal form is a classless 
utopia, free of any authority.  
The ideal is NO government, 
not a totalitarian government 
(even though that is what it 
has always evolved into).  
That is why you hear people 
defending communism by 
saying “You don’t know that it 
doesn’t work, we’ve never 
actually witnessed it.”
It would be more accurate to 
describe communism as a 
“complete form of socialism” 
rather than an extreme form.  
Socialism is the phase when 
society allows the government 
to make all of the economic 
decisions so that they can 
(ideally) redistribute wealth 
equally in order to create a 
classless society that is not 
affected by materialism.  
Some socialists argue the 
govt can be elected 
democratically, others argue 
against democratic methods.  
Either way, they all share the 
desire to remove power from 
the “bourgeoisie,” and give it 
to the government in order to 
fundamentally alter society by 
eliminating individual greed, 
the concept of wages, and 
private property.



Also called the Indian 
Rebellion of 1857



Note: Motivated by Enlightenment principles and documents (e.g., the 
Declaration of the Rights and Sentiments modeled after the Declaration of 
Independence).  Contradiction among conservative Enlightenment thinkers 
was clear!

Note: Remember that feminism is motivated by Enlightenment principles 
and documents (e.g., the Declaration of Rights and Sentiments is modeled 
after the Declaration of Independence).  BUT there were many 
Enlightenment thinkers that didn’t support the extension of rights to 
women.  This is a great example of a contradiction among Enlightenment 
thinkers.





This segment on 
Revolutions is incomplete.  
Don’t rely on just this for 
notable facts.  These 
changes are likely topics for 
CHANGE OVER TIME & 
COMPARISON essays. 

Example: It is accurate to 
say that there wasn’t literal 
legal or political equality 
among all inhabitants of the 
US after the Revolution.  In 
fact, that didn’t exist in any 
of the world’s regions 
described in this period 
(regardless of the 
tremendous efforts at 
reform in the 18th and 19th 
century).  You must know 
these limitations of reforms!  
You must also know what 
was unique in terms of 
“equality” in the US: e.g., 
that land ownership was 
uniquely high in the US 
before and after the 
Revolution (leading to an 
unprecedented level of 
participation in public life 
across classes).  Also 
notable - before the Am. 
Revolution -  there were no 
legal “titles” (e.g., nobility, 
First Estate, etc.) or official 
hereditary classes in the US.  
This was unique and will be 
an important factor in 
encouraging MASS 
MIGRATION to the US from 
European states (a big 
theme in AP).  Therefore, 
there was “greater” legal and 
political equality among 
FREE ADULT MEN - most of 
them white (and actually, 
increasingly so as 
INCREASING racism over 
time led to greater legal and 
political restriction on free 
black men in America over 
the course of the 19th 
century and early 20th 
century - we’ll discuss 
further).  This “greater” legal 
and political equality and its 
limitations are important to 
understanding not only 
migration patterns, but the 
“conservative” outcome of 
the Revolution, the 
philosophical/political 
discourse that motivated 
later abolitionist and 
feminist movements, and for 
comparison with other 
political systems (e.g., 
comparison with the causes 
and outcomes of the French 
or Latin American 
Revolutions).

This segment on 
Revolutions has some errors 
in emphasis.  Make sure to 
check your reading and 
class notes, or other 
sources, for clarification.

Example:  I would NOT write 
on the AP Test that in the 
U.S. “there was NO legal and 
political equality.”  While 
you could argue that none 
of the societies discussed 
have actual complete 
equality in their political 
and legal institutions in 
reality (even if they wrote it 
into their Constitutions) you 
need to be able to illustrate 
a more complex/depth of 
understanding. 1) You must 
be able to appropriately 
compare political systems.  
2) You must be able to 
explain the limitations of 
Enlightenment reform in 
different regions despite 
arguments about equality 
(e.g., continuation of 
slavery, exclusion of 
women, the continued 
wealth disparity, the 
continued legal and social 
discrimination of multiple 
groups to varying degrees).  
3) You must also be able to 
compare the “successes” of 
implementing 
Enlightenment ideals across 
regions. You do not need to 
know details about EVENTS 
leading up to/following the 
North American Revolution, 
but must know 1) What was 
unique in terms of 
“equality” in the U.S. 
Example would include: 
land ownership was 
uniquely high before & after 
the Rev. which led to an 
unprecedented level of 
participation in public life, 
across classes. Also, 
BEFORE the North American 
Revolution there were no 
legal “titles” (e.g., no 
nobility, First Estate) nor 
were their official hereditary 
classes). These concepts 
will be connected to topics 
such as 1) MASS 
MIGRATION to the U.S.  2) 
Why this Revolution was 
“conservative” in its 
outcome for people within 
the U.S. 3) How 
Enlightenment 
philosophical/political 
discourse influence a 
variety of political 
movements and social 
hierarchies.



Committee OF 
Public Safety - 
not FOR







Important!



Important!













The Dzungar 
were Buddhist 
Mongols.  See 
me for more 
information 
on this 
genocide 
(1755-58 in 
Northern 
Xinjiang)



See me for a super 
interesting article on 
Empress Dowager Cixi!

1916-1928



You should be 
able to explain 
this









Note the 
contradiction in 
British behavior 
& Adam Smith’s 
philosophy 
(remember 
mercantilism?)

See me for 
articles on these 
devastating 
famines.

Important Note: There is no systematic effort at modernizing India’s domestic economy.  In fact, you actually 
see DEINDUSTRIALIZATION in India during this time frame.  This is an example of the contradiction described 
in your textbook.  British government actions and intervention in the economy are in clear violation of 
Enlightenment economic and political principles - with devastating consequences.

Note the 
CHANGE 
(turning 
point!)





Note the 
difference 
between the 
slave trade and 
the legal status 
of slavery.



But not in the 
US.  They 
mean Latin 
America and 
the 
Caribbean.  
In the US, it 
is outlawed 
WITH slavery 
in the 13th 
Amendment 
(see me for 
an article on 
the decline of 
indentured 
servitude).



Must know!

Not likely to be 
on AP Test 
anymore.




